Introduction
We experience time continuously, and we talk about time from time to time. The semantic processing of temporal concepts, while very common in language, is a mystery. According to grounded cognition theories, the processing of conceptual knowledge cued by language relies on the sensorymotor regions of the brain (Barsalou, 2008; Gallese & Lakoff, 2005) . This has been supported by a large body of evidence, in the domains of action, vision, audition, and emotion (Binder & Desai, 2011) . Does temporal language similarly engage brain areas involved in the processing of experiential time? We can typically comprehend concepts describing temporal intervals from seconds to millennia in a few hundred milliseconds. Nonetheless, it is possible that some level of grounding is maintained in the regions sensitive to temporal processing, especially when time is described metaphorically. Here, we ask whether metaphorical temporal language processing maintains grounding in brain regions implicated in the perception of time.
Neuroimaging work has implicated an extensive, distributed network for time perception, estimation, and production (Meck, Penney, & Pouthas, 2008; Merchant, Harrington, & Meck, 2013; Penney & Vaitilingam, 2008; Wiener, Turkeltaub, & Coslett, 2010) . While there is no evidence for dedicated timing machinery, several regions have been consistently associated with temporal processing, as identified in a metaanalysis (Wiener et al. 2010) . In studies of supra-second
